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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF 

SUB J : MOTIVATION FOR ESCAPING FROM VIET-NAM 

SUMMARY: TDY ASSIGNMENT OF ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE QUALIFIED REFUGEE 
AFFAIRS OVVIER HAS ALLOWED MORE THOROUGH INQUIRY INTO PRESENT 
MOTIVATION FOR LEAVING VIET-NAM. BETWEEN FEB 22 AND MAR 3, 1978, 

MORE THAN 100 HEADS-OF-FAMILY OR FAMILY SPOKESMEN WERE INTER- 
VIEWED ON SUBJECT. FOUR BASIC REASONS WERE CITED AS HAVING 
MOTIVATED DEPARTURES. THESE ARE: 

1) GOVERNMENTAL PREJUDICE TOWARDS CERTAIN GROUPS OF PEOPLE. 

2) INABILITY TO ACCEPT A FUTURE NOT SHAPED BY ONE'S OWN EFFORTS. 

3) NATION AT. AIZATTON OF PERSONAL PROPERTY. 

4) FEAR OF GOVERNMENT REPRISALS AGAINST MIDDLE AND LOWER LEVEL 
FORMER GVN CADRE AND MILITARY. 

A SYNPOSIS OF REFUGEE COMMENT FOLLOWS: 

1 . OFFICIAL PREJUDICE TOWARDS FORMER GVN/U.S.-ASSOCIATED PER- 
SONNEL ("NGUY NHAN" I.E. "PUPPETS"), AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE IN 
GENERAL, IS REPORTED TO BE MOST OBJECTIONABLE. WHEREAS SRV 
REGIMENTATION AND COMMUNIST PHILOSOPHICAL MONOPOLY MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN ENDURABLE TO SEGMENTS OF BOAT REFUGEE POPULATION, BLATANT, 
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POINTED DISCRIMIATION WAS NOT. "NGUY NHAN" IS CONSIDERED TO BE 
A LIFELONG BRAND AND FAMILIES IN CATEGORY RECEIVE LOWEST PRIORITY 
IN REGIMENTED SRV ECONOMY AND SOCIETY. "PUPPETS" ARE FOECED TO 
ACCEPT LOWEST LEVEL, NON-LEADERSHIP EMPLOYMENT REGARDLESS OF 
EDUCATIONAL OR WORK EXPERIENCE. UNDER SRV REGIME THEIR CHILDREN 
CANNOT RECEIVE MORE THAN 10 YEARS OF EDUCATION AND "NGUY NHAN" 
FAMILIES USUALLY HAVE MOST OF THEIR PROPERTY CONFISCATED. THEY 
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ARE CONSTANTLY WATCHED AND HARASSED BY LOCAL OFFICIALS AND 
THEIR INFORMANTS. 

2. NORTHERNERS ARE REPORTED TO RECEIVE PRIORITY OVER THEIR SOUTH 
VIETNAMES COMPATRIOTS IN ALL MATTERS OF BENEFIT. AFTER FALL OF 
GVN IN 1975, MANY SOUTHERN CADRE AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE CONSIDERED 
AS RELIABLE BY COMMUNISTS ASSUMED KEY POSITIONS IN NATIONAL AND 
LOCAL ADMINISTRATIONS RESPECTIVELY. THESE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN EASED 
OUT BY NORTHERNERS WHO NOW HOLD ALL KEY POSITIONS. 

3. SOCIETY UNDER NEW REGIME DIVIDED INTO THREE TIER CLASS SYSTEM. 
NORTHERNERS RECEIVE PRIORITY IN ALL ECON/SOCIAL AREAS. NEXT 

ARE SOUTHERNERS WHO WERE NEVER "NGUY NHAN" AND FINALLY COME THE 
"PUPPETS' 1 THEMSELVES. LIFE IS SPARTAN BY TET 75 STANDARDS. 

GOVERNMENT CONTROL REACHES LOWEST LEVELS OF ORGANIZATION. EMPLOY- 
MENT IS HARD TO FIND. LUXURY ITEMS ARE SCARCE; FOOD IS NO LONGER 
PLENTIFUL. THESE FACTORS WOULD BE BEARABLE WERE THEY EQUALLY 
SHARED BY ALL. THAT THEY ARE NOT IS MOST OBJECTIONALBLE TO 
SOUTHERNERS AND LOWLY "NGUY NHAN". 

4. SOUTHERNERS, ESPECIALLY "NGUY NHAN" ALMON THEM, CANNOT PER- 
CEIVE A FUTURE NOT SHAPED BY THEIR OWN EFFORTS. MOST IMPORTANT 
PERSONAL DOCUMENT UNDER SRV REGIME IS FAMILY HISTORY COMPILED 

ON EACH FAMILY BY SRV CADRE. DOCUMENT CONTAINS DELCARATIONS FROM 
FAMILY MEMBERS, LOCAL GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATOR S NOTES AND COMMENTARY 
ON DOCUMENTS NOT NECESSARILY ACCURATE NOR BASED ON FACT. 
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DOCUMENT CONTROLS FUTURE OF FAMILY AND IS REVIEWED WHENEVER ACTION 
BY AUTHORITIES IS REQUIRED. FAMILY DOCUMENT MUST BE PRESENTED 
TO PURCHASE COMMODITIES, TO REQUEST PERMITS TO VISIT PLACES 
OUTSIDE OF DISTRICT, FOR SCHOOL ENROLLMENT, ETC. IF FAMILY 
HISTORY CONTAINS NEGATIVE COMMENT SUCH AS "NGUY NHAM", CHANCES 
OF APPROVAL BY AUTHORITIES SLIM OR NONE AT ALL. ONCE NEGATIVE 
COMMENTS ARE RECORDED ON DOCUMENT, NO AMOUNT OF HARD WORK NOR 
GOOD BEHAVIOR CAN REMOVE THEM. 

5. REFUGEES SAY MAJORITY OF PERSONS FLEEING VIET-NAM HAVE 
LIMITING FAMILY HISTORY DOCUMENT. THEY SAY THERE IS NO CHANCE 
FOR IMPROVING ONE'S CONDITION IN VIET-NAM IF ONE HAS A FAMILY 
HISTORY WITH NEGATIVE INFORMATION. 

6. NATION ALIZ ATION OF PERSONAL PROPERTY HAS BEEN STEPPE-UP 
RECENTLY BY SRV REGIME. SUCH PROPERTY AS SHIPS, BOATS AND TRUCKS 
ARE INCLUDED ON GOVERNMENT INVENTORIES. BOAT OWNERS AND TRUCK 
DRIVERS FEAR BEING DEPRIVED OF A LIVELIHOOD. THIS GOES AGAINST 
GRAIN OF PEOPLE USED TO BEING MASTERS, OR AT LEAST PART OWNERS, 

OF TOOLS OF THEIR TRADES. 

7. GOVERNMENT CLOSELY CONTROLS SALE OF CATCH/PRODUCE OF FISHERMEN, 
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FARMERS, AND MANUFACTURERS. PRODUCTS MUST BE SOLD TO GOVERNMENT 
AT SRV PRICES. THIS LIMITS INDUSTRIOUS ENTREPRENEUR FROM 
INCREASING PROFIT. 

8. MARKETS ARE SHORT OF BASIC FOODSTUFFS AND COMMODITIES. BEST 
OF FOODSTUFFS AND DOMETICALLY PRODUCED ITEMS OTHER THAN BARE 
NECESSITIES ARE SHIPPED TO THE NORTH OR EXPORTED. 

9. REFUGEES SEE HAND OF FOREIGN ADVISORS IN FOREGOING ECONOMIC 
POLICY AND RESENT RUSSIAN INFLUENCE IN GOVERNMENT. THEY NOTE 
RECENT DEATH OF SOVIET GENERAL MARKED BY FLAGS-AT-HALF-MAST ON 
ALL SRV BUILDINGS. PRESENCE OF RUSSIAN ADVISORS PERVASIVE. 

10. REFUGEEES FEAR THAT SRV REPRISALS. HERETOFORE TARGETING MORE 
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SENIOR EX-GVN OFFICIALS AND MILITARY. WILL BEGIN VICTIMIZING 
GREATER NUMBER OF LOWER-LEVEL FORMER GVN PERSONNEL. PAST 
REPRISALS AGAINST MOST LOWER-LEVEL GVN PERSONNEL WERE LIMITED 
TO SHORT-TERM JAIL OR RE-EDUCATION SENTENCES. CONCENSUS 
NOW IS THAT SRV PLANS ROUND-UP OF LOWER-LEVEL FORMER GVN- 
CONNECTED VIETNAMESE FOR MORE INTENSIVE AND PROLONGED "RE- 
EDUCATION". THOUGH MORE OF A GUT FEELING THAN IMPLEMENTED 
FACT, PEOPLE SINCERELY CONCERNED THAT HARSHER, MORE PERVASIVE 
REPRISALS ARE PLANNED. 

1 . OTHER THAN TO NOTE PERSONS INTERVIEWED WERE LARGELY FROM TOWNS 
AND CITIES AND WERE SOMEWHAT BETTER EDUCATED THAN AVERAGE 
VIETNAMESE, FOREGOING OFFERED SANS COMMENT FROM INTERVIEWING 
AND DRAFTING REFUGEE AFFAIRS PERSONNEL. 

MILLER 
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